26 Feb 06

Hello All,

Well, it is Sunday night at the Kandahar Air Field…weather for today was sunny with a cool breeze. According to the meterological guys, we are now officially starting day 1 of 120 days of wind for which Afghanistan is apparently infamous. 

As I settle into a routine here, my days are characterized by moments of frantic activity followed by times of great relaxation and general “isn’t it great to be in Afghanistan” moments. We are all becoming more accustomed to life in the BAT and in KAF (Kandahar air field). Week 4 can probably best be summarized by the orders that were passed on this week in our daily coord conferences:

1. If the bathroom door is taped shut with yellow “Caution, do not enter” tape and/or a sign that says “Bathroom is out of water. DO NOT USE” you should, in fact, not use the washroom. If you are unclear of whether the bladder has been refilled with water, you may remove the tape and enter into the washroom. Prior to using any facilities, however, you should do a ‘test run’ to make sure that there is, in fact, water.

2. On going to the gym (about a 2km walk from our BAT) you should stick to main routes. If you wish to get there faster, you should run. Under no circumstances should any soldier climb under or over the wire fence surrounding the power plant to cut the distance. Any soldiers caught in the future will be charged. That is, if they are not first electrocuted.

3. On the topic of shortcuts: if the line-up is long at the kitchen, you should not attempt to circumvent the line by cutting over the razor wire that surrounds the rear entrance. Charges will follow any soldiers caught climbing over the wire in the future-charges will be laid in the case of Private Bloggins once he is released from the UMS (unit medical facility).

4. For those planning on taking leave in a country other then Canada, you must be up-to-date on all vaccines prior to leaving Afghanistan. There is no yellow fever vaccine in Afghanistan. This may affect your travel plans if you are intending to travel to a country that is poorer and in worse condition then Afghanistan. As this is the 3rd poorest country in the world, we recommend that you pick another vacation destination point.

5. If the power/water stops working in the bathrooms, but you know that there is water available you should not try to fix the problem yourself. Do not remove the electrical panel or start switching breakers. Contrary to popular belief, not all things work better when kicked. Inform the CSM (company Sergeant-Major) and he will notify the appropriate staff.

6. One final note about shortcuts. There is a 10km and 16km running route around the camp. If you get halfway and decide to cut back, you should not duck under the wire fence and cut across the runway. You may have noticed that the wire fence has red triangles hanging from it-these indicate the presence of mines. Assuming that you make it to the runway, your presence will affect the take-off/landing of both military and civilian aircraft. It is better to walk back.

Some miscellaneous stories from this week:

You may recall me discussing the cess pools located on the camp. The main one is almost full, and work has begun on the second one. The location of the second cess pool is directly across from the kitchen. None of us are sure who was in charge of picking that location-for some reason, no one is advertising that they are responsible. Anyway, as cess pool number 1 reaches maximum capacity, some soldiers have gotten together in a bet. $4000 US is on the table for the first person to swim across the cess pool once it is ‘full’. You only have to swim it one way. That would be about 150m of chest deep $H!T. One of my guys said that he would do it for $30 000. I think that I might require even more money than that. We’ll see-it’s only month one and the fund is growing. 

I got out this week with some Romanians on patrol. They were a very professional and cheerful lot. They are nicknamed the “Romulans” by the Canadians, but they don’t seem to mind. We got into a tight corner with their vehicle and ours as we were driving through a village. The locals all came out in hordes to watch the crazy foreigners trying to back a 10 foot wide vehicle out of a street that was about 9.5feet wide…The locals were much more understanding then I would have been if a group of armoured vehicles had driven through my peaceful suburban street at midnight and then had to reverse out…it is pretty neat how some looks transcend language and some things are funny no matter what your cultural background. 

I received a lot of mail this week-thank you so much to everyone who continues to send letters. I have now gotten 4 letters from people who are friends with Mum and Dad (okay, mostly Mum). Anyway, I just wanted to pass on how great it is to get mail and how amazing it is to me that so many people have gone to such effort to say hello. That is pretty mushy for me, so I’ll stop there. But thank you! I also received three care packages this week-Bubu’s books are great, as is the moisturizer. Aunty Gundy restocked my chocolate supply and helped in my personal odour-control and Jay’s was full of great magazines and gum-thanks so much!! I’m afraid that any weight that I’ve lost is going straight back on as I start to work my way through the pile( Thanks so much!!

I’m afraid that this letter is shorter then the other three. Please don’t feel that life here is boring!! There is just a lot that I can’t write home about. I can’t wait to tell you all in person. 

Nich

